


When I probed as to the origin of the invitation to the 
Commission , observing that it appeared from cor reooiis 
to have been raised first by President Videia with Vr.ier- 
secretary Newsom, Cerda rams on strong with the tarty 
line that of course it had been Videia 's idea and his 
initiative. He said that Videia. had viewed the rtr.-.issier. 
as a way to help with the objective of rebuild:.: * :tr poor 
foreign image, and had so presented the propose. ' tsit to 
his military colleagues who were almost ur.tr.it r- opposed. 

Ke repeated with some indignation the story c: foreign 

Office’s betrayal of President Videia by addin- the 
original note of invitation a sentence which o.:i ._nsd 
conditions which were known to be unacceptable to the Commission . 
(Comment i While Cerda's protest that all the credit should 
go to Videia had the ring of sincerity, I suspect Cerda had 
more than a little to do with it. Since it is not a 
universally popular proposal, he may deny paternity simply 
ir. the interest of his personal security.) 

Cerda said that the Palace was working on some things which 
would respond to the concerns of the families of the dis- 
appeared. The only specific I could draw from him was that 
the laws dealing with presumption of death would be amended 
tc shorten the waiting period. 

Labor Law 


Cerda did not appear to want to get into the details of the 
labor law so I did not press him. He confirmed that there 
would in fact be a law after three years during which the 
three services have been unable to agree on this subject. 

He seemed to feel considerable satisfaction that it had finally 
been possible to get agreement on such a divisive issue and 
this by itself was a significant forward step. Ke digressed 
by talking about the political position of the military and 
stressed that it is not identified with any particular class 
— as is the Navy in Chile, for example — nor does it identify 
with any particular economic grouping. Therefore, he said 
it does not merit an anti-labor image and the GOA must move 
ahead rapidly to reassure labor that the military is not 
dedicated to its destruction. While on this topic he made 


mm 



favorable references to the political genius of General 
Vi; it who was described as a politician of both high 
; deals and great flexibility. 



I said we had heard a let abort return to normalcy but 
it seemed to me the GOA had a long way to go when ais- 
earances in 1571 averaged almost 50 per month. In the 
-sit Cerda has refused to be drawn into a discussion of 
oh 5 . specifics of dhe human rights problem but this tire 
Sfi responded with considerable vigor and confidence that 
the situation was rapidly being brought under control 
and "disappearances are going to stop." He asked if if 
were not true that disappearances had declined sharply 
in the past three months and I responded while this might 
be the case it was still too early to tell. He returned 
to his theme with renewed force and said that things are 
definitely going to get better. He said the situation is 
ir. hand and we are going to carry out our program. (In 
a later part of the conversation he mentioned that it 
would be inconceivable to have disappearances taking place 
when the IAHCR was visiting.) 

Comment: Cerda's cautious, conservative views were the 

same as he has displayed before. He is blossoming a 
little W'ith the increased authority he apparentely has in 
the Casa Rosaaa but he volunteered little more than 
platitudes. I was impressed by some indications that he 
apparently has some major responsibilities in the Casa 
Rosaca which go beyond legal technicalities. It. was note- 
worthy that while he has been leery of being drawn into 
discussion of human rights in the past, on this occasion 
he was remarkably confident and forthright that the 
situation would be promptly brought under control. There 
seems little reason for him to have gone out on this limb 
without some grounds for believing it may turn out to be 
true. He is simply too cautious to try. to sell a story 
lacking any basis whatsoever. 


« INR/OIL/B 

UNCLASSIFIED 


Distribution: 
AMB 
DCM 
POL 
POL/R 


ECON - 

DAO 

USICA 


,ARA/ECA 

ARA 

HA/HR 

INR/RAR 


